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Destroyed by War, Rebuilt by Educating 
Most interpretive histories of Harpers Ferry focus on the John Brown Raid, the Federal 
Armory, and the Civil War.  Lesser known, are the important legacies of the African 
American community, the Niagara Movement and Storer College. Your tour focuses 
on the working class and emerging middle-class African Americans who lived 
in the upper town of Harpers Ferry–and connects them and their signi!cance with 
the Harpers Ferry of today.  Through their struggles and perseverance, Harpers Ferry 
evolved into a place of which Frederick Douglass said: 

The U.S. Civil Rights movement can be said to have been 
advanced in Harpers Ferry not only by the John Brown 
Raid—the “spark” that ignited the Civil War—but also 
through the establishment and operation of Storer College. 
Storer was founded to provide education to the formerly 
enslaved, freedmen and their children, though its charter 
required that the school be open to students regardless of 
race.  Because housing was available, students came not 
only from local families, but also from other states and even 
other countries. Because of Storer, Harpers Ferry became 
a gathering place, childhood home, permanent home, 
summer home, vacation spot, residence during the school 
year, place for summer training, or historical destination 
for many involved in education and civil rights including 

Frederick Douglass, and W.E.B. DuBois and other attendees 
of the monumental August 1906 gathering of the Niagara 
Movement—the forerunner of the NAACP. Here studied 
J.R. Cli"ord, the !rst African American lawyer and owner 
of the !rst African American newspaper in West Virginia, 
the Pioneer Press; Don Redman, the !rst great jazz music 
arranger; Coralie Franklin Cook, a distinguished Howard 
University professor and su"ragist; Nnamdi Azikiwe, the 
!rst elected President of Nigeria; and many, many other 
African Americans who made important contributions 
to their families and communities. Importantly, Storer 
College not only provided education, but it also provided 
local residents with resources to help them become 
property owners. 

“The people of Harper’s Ferry have made wondrous progress in their ideas of 
freedom, of thought and of speech.  The abolition of slavery has not merely 

emancipated the Negro, but liberated the whites.”

WEST RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETSWEST RIDGE AND PUTNAM STREETS
In some ways, this area of town was an 
extension of the Storer College campus 
and, in other ways, another center of 
the local African American community.  
Some of the extant structures housed 
schools for African American children 
who were taught by Storer College 
faculty and their students who were 

training to become teachers.  Two 
historic and in#uential African American 
churches are also located here, as are 
the homes of African Americans who 
were deeply involved in community 
life.  Most of these structures were built 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

This building was built as a school for “colored” children to 
replace a Two-Room School House on West Ridge Street. 
According to an NPS report, Grand View was “the site used by 
Storer College students for laboratory teaching. Grandview was 
literally incorporated into Storer College; it was considered to 
be an integral part of both Storer’s campus and educational 
programs.” The original building did not have restrooms like 
the whites-only school constructed at about the same time.  
Children were afraid to use the only other option—the woods 
behind the school. In 1931, Butler Burrell, the school’s janitor, 
petitioned the Board of Education to add restrooms to the 
school. The next year, the school board constructed two tiny (4’ x 
8’)  concrete buildings outside but next to the school–essentially 
fancy outhouses. It was not until about 1940 that indoor toilet 
facilities were installed.  The school remained racially segregated 
until 1965–more than a decade after the 1954 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education held that racially 
segregated schools were unconstitutional–when the Federal 
Government !nally forced Je"erson County to comply with the 
law.  The school then operated as an integrated school for just 
six years until it was closed.  

21. Grand View School (c. 1930) 1100 Putnam
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Present-day photos of structures 
by Don Burgess, Rob Case, 
and Lynn Pechuekonis.

Proceed to stop #1,  Lockwood House Proceed to stop #1,  Lockwood House 
on Fillmore Street, and open brochure.on Fillmore Street, and open brochure.

This house was 
purchased by Rev. 
William M. Craven in 
1929.  Rev. Craven 
was minister for 35 
years at Wainwright 
Freewill Baptist 
Church in Charles 

Town. His son, the Honorable Adam P. Craven 
was mayor of Harpers Ferry (1989-1995). He 
obtained the property in 1943 from his mother Cerelle. Cerelle Page 
Craven, daughter of Littleton Lorton Page, was a local educator.  The 
historically Black Page Jackson High School in Charles Town was 
named for Mr. Page, its !rst teacher and later, Principal. Mr. Page 
was also a student at Storer in 1873.

22. Mayor Adam Craven House (c. 1892) 1128 W Ridge

The house was likely constructed by 
Lawrence and Annie Washington c. 
1892-1897.  Mr. Washington’s ability 
to acquire this property and build 
this house is particularly impressive 
because he was born in 1855 in 
Virginia, did not know where either 
of his parents were born, and is listed 

as a “Day Laborer” in the 1900 census.  Reverend George and Ada 
Carter purchased the house in 1919 and lived here their whole 
lives.  Rev. Carter was minister with the St. Paul Baptist Church in 
Kearneysville.  Mrs. Carter became a large property owner acquiring 
three vacant lots surrounding her home, another Ridge Street 
property, a lot on Washington Street in Bolivar, a lot on the East side 
of Je"erson Street and a lot on Root Street. Mrs. Carter left a $150 
legacy by will to the First Zion Baptist Church. 

23. Washington-Carter House (c. 1892-1897) 1220 W Ridge

This was the home of Reverend Milton C. Moore and his wife, 
Virginia Lillian Johnson Moore. They purchased this property in 
January of 1899 and built this home on it soon after. Rev. Moore 
was a preacher at the First Zion Baptist Church. Mrs. Moore 
was educated at Hampton Normal and Agriculture Institute (in 
Virginia) and taught tailoring and sewing at Lincoln Institute 
(in Missouri). The Moores had four children–Archibald, Robert, 
Allison, and De Witt. After Rev. Moore’s’s death, Mrs. Moore rented 
out rooms to boarders.

24. Rev. Milton C Moore House (c. 1899) 1090 W Ridge

This building, known as the “Two-Room 
Schoolhouse,” was constructed as a 
“colored” school in 1888–the !rst purpose-
built public school house for African 
American children in the area.  Before then 
(1865-1887), Black children were educated 
in Freewill Baptist schools associated 
with Storer College operated by its !rst 
president, Rev. Nathan Brackett.  It was 
apparent almost immediately that the 
Two-Room Schoolhouse was too small for the number of children 
in the area, so a small addition was constructed in about 1892. 
The basement of the nearby First Zion Baptist Church was also 
used by the Schoolhouse as the “3rd Room School.”  This school 
operated until 1930 when the Grand View School on Putnam 
Street opened. The Board of Education sold this property in 1931 
to Bernard M. Dennis, who was a teacher at Grand View, and later 
became a member of the Town Council (1969-1975). The house 
is still owned by and lived in by descendents of Mr. Dennis.

25. Two-Room Schoolhouse (c. 1888) 1070 W Ridge

Special thanks to the community members for their 
contributions of information, and to our generous supporters 
for making this and future versions of this project possible.

This home symbolizes how 
important education was to 
the local African American 
community. It has been home 
to the esteemed Napper family, 
including three generations 
of Storer students and local 
educators, for more than 100 
years. John and Elizabeth Napper 

purchased this home in 1910. Early in its history, 
the front part was used as an informal school. 
Mrs. Napper was a local teacher.  Mr. Napper  
was  a co-founder and deacon of the First Zion 
Church. Their son, WWI Army veteran Sergeant 
Clarence Temple Napper, later inherited the 
home. Sgt. Napper was a principal at the Grand 
View School, a graduate of Storer College, and 
president of the Storer College National Alumni 
Association. His wife, Edna Christelle Boyd 
Napper, was also a local teacher. 

30. Clarence Napper House (mid-1800s) 1000 W Ridge 31. Butler Burrell House (c. 1899-1901) 980 W Ridge

29. David Cole House (mid-1800s)1010 W Ridge

This house has been 
the home of several 
prominent Black 
families and is one 
example of how African 
Americans became 
major landowners on 
this peninsula. This 

property was purchased by John and Elizabeth Napper on the 
same street as the other lot on which they built their home. 
In 1920, they sold this property to their daughter Frannie and 
her husband Eldridge Archer.  Mr. Archer died in 1955, and 
the house was sold in 1960 to Violet Eva Arter.  Ms. Arter was 
the sister of Rev. Jared Arter, prominent pastor of the Curtis 
Freewill Baptist Church. In 1991, Ms. Arter sold the home to 
David and Juanita Cole. Mr. Cole attended the “colored” Grand 
View School and graduated from Storer College in 1950. He 
was president of the Storer College Alumni Association and 
served as its historian. Mr. Cole later served as Superintendent 
of Corporations for the District of Columbia. 

This structure was built by an African 
American Baptist congregation 
beginning in 1894, and was a very 
active church in Harpers Ferry/
Bolivar for many years. From 1926 
to 1929, the basement of the church 
was used as a classroom called the 
“3rd Room School” by the nearby  
Two-Room Schoolhouse, which had 
grown too small. Today, the church 
is being converted to a community 
center by the Harpers Ferry-Bolivar 
Historic Town Foundation.

28. First Zion Baptist Church  (c. 1893-1895) 1030 W Ridge

Feel free to explore and take a rest on the grounds. The interior 
will be open to the public after restoration has been completed.

The cornerstone for the John 
Wesley Methodist Episcopal 
Church was laid in 1879 and 
the church was completed in 
1881. It was the !rst African 
American church in Harpers 
Ferry, predating both the 
Curtis Freewill Baptist Church 
(c. 1894) and the First Zion 
Baptist Church (c. 1895). It is 

also the third oldest extant church structure in Harpers Ferry, 
predated only by the St. John’s Lutheran Church (c. 1850) and 
Camp Hill United Methodist Church (c. 1869).  The church has 
been vacant since 1977, when the John Wesley Church united 
with the Camp Hill UMC.

26. John Wesley Methodist Church (c. 1879) 
1060 W Ridge

This building was built in 1887 as 
a parsonage for the John Wesley 
Episcopal Church.

27. John Wesley Methodist Church Parsonage 
(c. 1887) 1050 W Ridge

This home was built by Butler 
Burrell, who contributed to 
the local community in many 
capacities.  He worked at the 
Halltown Paperboard Mill and at 
a local stone quarry. He was also 
janitor at the Grand View School 
on Putnam St. and worked to 
improve the welfare of students.  

 
Mr. Burrell successfully petitioned 
the local Board of Education to 
install indoor restrooms at Grand 
View so that the children did not 
have to answer nature’s call in the 
woods behind the school in all 
weather. In addition to it being an 
unpleasant experience, the children 
were afraid to go back into those 
woods.

RETURN TO OTHER SIDE OF THIS 
BROCHURE TO COMPLETE THE TOUR, 
ALONG WASHINGTON STREET TO 
THOMAS LOVETT’S HILL TOP HOUSE.

All of the homes on the tour are 
privately owned. Thank you for 

respecting the residents' privacy.

Sergeant Clarence 
Temple Napper

Additional thanks to the 
Je"erson County Museum and 
Harpers Ferry Park Association.

Layout by Storm DiCostanzo.

After visiting After visiting 
site #31, !ip site #31, !ip 

brochure brochure 
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proceed along proceed along 
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WEST RIDGE TOUR CONTINUES WEST RIDGE TOUR CONTINUES 
ON THE LOWER PANELSON THE LOWER PANELS

Adam Craven

Skip down to the Skip down to the 
Fillmore Street Fillmore Street 

section of this guide section of this guide 
to start the tourto start the tour

Proceed to the Lockwoood House on Proceed to the Lockwoood House on 
Fillmore Street to begin your tourFillmore Street to begin your tour

WEST RIDGEWEST RIDGE
TOUR MAPTOUR MAP

DO YOU REMEMBER?
If you or a loved one have stories or 
information you believe would enhance 
this tour, please contact us at info@
historicharpersferry.org



Lucas D. Dennis is believed to 
have built this house. He also may 
have constructed the two-room 
schoolhouse on W. Ridge Street. He was 
one of roughly 150 enslaved people 
that Adam Stephen Dandridge owned 
before the Civil War.  Oral history says 
the Dennis family operated a barber 
shop here.

As you stand at the street-side of the Lockwood 
House and look down Fillmore Street, away 
from the cemetery behind you, as far as you 
can see (and even a bit farther) was essentially 
Storer College’s campus from the late 1800s to 
1955.  Most of the buildings and !elds served as 
instructional buildings or dormitories or boarding 
houses or athletic and exercise !elds or places 
of worship or campus life activities or faculty and 
sta" residences. This area provided a relatively safe 
environment in which African-Americans could 
work, play, study, and prepare themselves to meet 

the challenges that waited in the outside world.  
African Americans and the White faculty and sta" 
were often not welcomed in the Lower Town or in 
other surrounding areas  —especially just after the 
war.  One early teacher remarked: “It is unusual to 
go to the post o$ce without being hooted at, and 
twice I have been stoned on the streets at noonday.”  
On campus, however, African Americans could live 
and love and prosper in relative safety.  Of his time 
as a Storer College student, David Volin, a former  
30-year educator and school administrator  stated,  
“I just didn’t feel subservient.”  

This house was constructed by 
Allen P. Daniel and Maggie Lovett 
Daniel, and called “Rio Vista.” The 
Daniels were proprietors of a ho-
tel/boarding house/dormitory at 
the Lockwood House for Storer 
College students, faculty, and sta" 
from about 1890 until 1923. They 
took over operations from Mrs. 
Daniel’s mother, Sarah E. Weav-
er Lovett.  Mrs. Daniel’s brother, 

Thomas Lovett, built and operated the famous Hill Top House 
Hotel. The Daniel family owned this house for over 80 years, un-
til 1975.  This is also the boyhood home of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel’s 
son Allen Mercer Daniel.  He was associated with Howard Uni-
versity for almost 50 years, !rst earning business and law de-
grees, and then working as law librarian, professor of law, and 
acting Law School Dean. The Allen Mercer Daniel Law Library 
at Howard University is named in honor of him.  The library’s 
dedication was attended by the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, the !rst African American U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice, who had been a student of Professor Daniels.

Brackett House was built as 
a home for the clerk to the 
U.S. Armory superintendent.   
After the Civil War, Storer 
College President Reverend 
Nathan Brackett facilitated 
the transfer of this property to 
Storer College.  The building 

was used as a student dormitory and as a boarding house.  
Thomas and Lavinia Lovett managed the boarding house 
operations before they established the famously successful 
Hill Top House.

Known as “Raspberry 
Hill,” this was the home 
of Charlotte Lovett, the 
daughter of Thomas and 
Lavina Lovett, proprietors 
of the successful Hill Top 
House hotel.  In her youth, 
Ms. Charlotte Lovett 
worked at the Hill Top 
Housel and was a teacher 

at Storer College.  She then moved to  New York, and continued 
her teaching career as a home arts teacher at Brooklyn High 
School. She lived with her sister, Florence Lovett Martin, a 
dietician at Brooklyn High.  When she retired, Ms. Lovett moved 
back to Harpers Ferry and purchased this house in 1963.  She 
also purchased a house several doors over that once was the 
home of her great-grandmother Marcia Blue Weaver.  Ms. 
Lovett operated a boarding house there for a while, and later 
rented it out to a family. 

Sarah Rebecca Lovett Herrod and her 
husband, Absalom Herrod, owned 
this house from 1882 until 1920. 
Rebecca was the granddaughter of 
Marcia Blue Weaver, who lived in the 
large house next door, and sister of 
Thomas Lovett, the owner of the Hill 
Top House.  Mr. Herrod was a local 
barber.  The Weaver-Lovett-Herrod 
families are just one of the family 
networks that emerged from slavery 

and quickly rose to social prominence and !nancial success on 
this peninsula.  

This house was also home to several other prominent African 
American families. Reverend  Jared Maurice and Maggie Arter 
owned the house from 1920-1925. Rev. Arter was minister at 
Curtis Freewill Baptist Church.  James William and Susie Drew 
owned the house from 1925 to 1941.  Mr. Drew was a professor 
at Storer College and later a professor of mathematics and 
a dean at Virginia Union University.  Dr. Leroy D. and Goldye 
Kent Johnson owned the house from 1941 to 1961. Dr. Leroy 
Johnson was both a president (1950-1952) and dean of Storer 
College and later became dean at Lincoln University in Chester, 
PA. Dr. Johnson graduated from Lincoln University a year after 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall graduated. Mrs. 
Kent Johnson was also an educator. She taught at the historic 
African-American Page-Jackson school in Charles Town.

2. Allen Mercer Daniel - Lovett House (c. 1892) 380 Fillmore

This Federal style house with Greek 
Revival elements was home to one 
of Harpers Ferry’s most prominent 
families.  The property was acquired 
in 1879 by Marcia Blue Weaver.   
Mrs. Weaver was born enslaved in 
Virginia, and freed in 1822 by the 
will of white slaveholder Sarah Opie 
Parker.  Mrs. Weaver eventually 

cowned several properties in Virginia and West Virginia.  She 
bequeathed this property to her daughter, Sarah Elizabeth 
Lovett, in 1888.  Mrs. Lovett’s son, Thomas, was the successful 
proprietor of the Hill Top House Hotel.  Four generations of 
Lovetts and their descendants lived here until about 1954. The 
Weavers and Lovetts also boarded Storer College students at 
this home. While living here, Sarah Lovett and her husband 
William operated the Lockwood House as a Storer College 
dormitory until 1890 when their daughter Maggie and her 
husband, Allen P. Daniel, took over operations.

6. Marsha Blue Weaver – Lovett House (c. 1860-1879) 
450 Fillmore

The Morrell House was 
originally the home of the 
Armory paymaster‘s clerk. 
When constructed, it was 
identical to the neighboring 
Brackett House.  Immediately 
after the war (about 1865 
to 1867) it was one of many 
area buildings occupied by 
freedmen refugees. In 1868 
it was deeded to Storer College by the Federal Government, 
along with many other properties.  It was initially used for church 
and school meetings, and as living quarters for teachers of the 
Freewill Baptist Church Shenandoah Mission. It was also home 
to Rev. Alexander Morrell, one of the founders of Storer College.  
After Rev. Morrell’s death in 1885, it was used for many years as 
a summer boarding house for tourists, then as the Sparrow’s 
Inn / Shenandoah Inn (1905-1929), and !nally as apartments for 
teachers until  Storer College closed in 1955.

7. Storer: Morrell House (c. 1858) 485 Fillmore

This was the home of Coralie 
Franklin Cook, tireless educator, 
activist, and civic leader. Mrs. 
Franklin Cook graduated from 
Storer College in 1880, was a 
Storer teacher  (1882-1893), 
then, professor of English at 
Howard University and chair 
of its Department of Oratory, and also founded the School of 
Expression at the Washington Conservatory of Music. Mrs. 
Franklin Cook was a member of the Colored Women’s League of 
Washington, D.C., a Member of the D.C. Board of Education, one 
of the founding members of the National Association of Colored 
Women (1896), and a women’s su"rage advocate. She married 

George Cook, a professor and 
dean at Howard University. Her 
mother, Mary E. Franklin, ran a 
boarding house in Harpers Ferry. 
Her sister, Mary Franklin married 
J.R. Cli"ord, one of the leaders 
of the Niagara Movement. Mrs. 
Franklin Cook  purchased this 
property in about 1884 from 
Storer College and built this 
home soon afterwards.  Storer 
College helped a number of 
local African-American residents 
become homeowners by either 

helping to !nance the purchase of property or by selling them 
college property.

8. Coralie Franklin Cook House (c. 1885-1886) 509 Fillmore

This was the last major build-
ing constructed by Storer 
College. It housed the Home 
Economics Department, dor-
mitories for women, an ex-
ercise room, and the Storer 
College art collection. Storer: 
Lewis Anthony Library (1903).

12. Storer: Permelia Eastman Cook Hall (1939-1940)
 252 McDowell

The southern wing of this 
building was originally built as 
the Armory Superintendent’s 
Quarters, but was  enlarged 
in 1882 by Storer College to 
become Anthony Memorial 
Hall.  This building became 

the center of the Storer College campus. It included 
most of the classrooms, the !rst library, a dining hall, the 
president’s o$ce and a small museum.  Because of the 
building’s importance, it was repaired and improved after 
a 1927 !re badly damaged it.   Although the building was 
uninhabitable, the NPS found that “Classes were held in 
dining rooms, sitting rooms, and private homes.” The Storer 
Golden Tornados played football games in the !eld in front 
of the building.  On May 30, 1881, Frederick Douglass gave 
a famous speech from its porch on the occasion of Storer 
College’s 14th anniversary. Ironically, the prosecutor of 
John Brown was in the audience.

11. Storer: Anthony Memorial Hall (c1848 as Paymaster’s 
House; enlarged in 1882 by Storer College)
51 Mather Place

From 1903 to 1929, courses 
in industrial arts were taught 
in this building. In 1929, it 
became the Campus Library.  
The conversion of the building 
from use for industrial arts 
courses to a library was related 

to Storer transitioning from a normal school that largely 
taught teachers and trades to becoming an accredited four-
year college. The previous campus library was in a small 
room in Anthony Memorial Hall.

14. Storer: Bird-Brady House (c. 1895-97)
 253 Hartzog Drive

This was the home of  two 
sisters, Mrs. Elizabeth Bird and 
Miss Mabel Brady, both of whom 
studied and worked  at Storer 
College. Elizabeth Bird was a 
graduate of Storer, worked as 
the school’s counselor and 
housing director, and was 
involved in many aspects of student life. Mabel Brady was a 
graduate and employee of Storer, and was head of the Storer 
College Alumni Association. The sisters  lived here from 1944 
until 1970. It is the only house on the former Storer College 
campus that is named after African Americans. The building 
was  originally constructed to house Storer teachers and 
summer boarders. From 1899 to 1929, it was home to College 
President Nathan Brackett’s sisters, Lura Lightner (head of the 
domestic arts program) and later Celeste Brackett Newcomer 
(wife of Freewill Baptist Church minister Rev. John Newcomer).

13. Storer: Lewis Anthony Library (c. 1903)  
68 Mather Place

The property was purchased by the 
John Wesley Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1869 from the Secretary 
of War as a site for a church (which 
was later built on West Ridge Street). 
It was sold to Storer College in 1880. 
The house was likely constructed  
c. 1897-1904 by William and 

Georgianna Hill, who purchased the property in 1884 or 1897.  
Mr. Hill was a successful African American local grocer.  Storer 
College students stayed here while waiting to matriculate.

9. Hill House (c. 1897-1904) 601 Fillmore

This was the home of Professor H. H. 
Winters from 1920 to 1946. Mr. Winters 
graduated from 
Storer in 1880 
and taught  
for 20 years at 
Summit Point, 

but returned to Storer to teach agriculture 
from 1903-1935 and to superintend the 
male dormitory at Lincoln Hall.  Professor 
Winters named one of his sons “Lincoln 
Hall Winters”.

10. Prof. H. H. Winters House (c. 1894) 639 Fillmore

16. Lucas Dennis Cottage (c.1900-1905) 897 Fillmore

This imposing stone foursquare was 
the home of William A. and Inez 
Johnson Saunders.  Mr. Saunders 
graduated from Storer College 
in 1895 and in 1907 joined its 
faculty. He continued to educate 
Storer students for the next 40 
years until his retirement, when he was honored as 

Professor Emeritus. Mrs. Saunders 
was a graduate of the Storer Class 
of 1908 and taught in local schools.  
The Saunders family acquired this 
double lot in 1916 and !nished the 
house c. 1927. They sold the house 
in 1962 to Carrie Mae Dennis, whose 
then-deceased husband Gar!eld 

was related to the other Dennises on Fillmore Street. 
She lived in the home until her death in 1984.

17. Prof. William Saunders Foursquare (c.1927) 
900 Fillmore

This was the home of Mary Toler.  Ms. Toler, who had been one 
of the !rst students at Storer, built this home in 1904 after a long 

career as a member of the Storer 
College sta".   A testament to her 
importance to the institution, the 
local paper noted that the Storer 
College president participated in 
her 1917 funeral.  Ms. Toler is one 
of the Black residents who received 

!nancial assistance to purchase property.  In this way, Storer 
worked to strengthen the surrounding community beyond 
providing education.

18. Mary Toler House (c.1904) 915 Fillmore

Bernard Dennis, and his wife, Louisa, 
built this house just down the block 
from Bernard’s father, Lucas Dennis. Mr. 
Dennis served on the Harpers Ferry Town 
Council 1969-1975.

Lockwood House, built as a grand home for the U.S. 
Armory Paymaster, was the !rst building to house a school 
and dormitory for students and their teachers beginning 
around 1865. Here, despite the building’s war-battered 
condition, members of the Freewill 
Baptist Missionary Society conducted 
primary school classes for people who 
had been enslaved—including the 
adult members of  families who would 
establish a vibrant community here.. 
The school quickly expanded into a high 
school that prepared students for college 
and to become teachers- realizing the 
importance of training African American 
teachers to work with African American 
communities. For decades, this expansion made Storer 
the only school in West Virginia where African Americans 
could obtain an education beyond the primary level. By 

1884, nearly 400 teachers in the surrounding area had 
studied at Storer College. Storer became a Junior College 
in 1921, and in 1938 began granting what were essentially 
collegiate associate degrees.  It became an accredited four-

year institution in 1946, ful!lling the full 
promise of its college charter, granted 
by the state in 1868. As the institution’s 
mission and student-body grew, so 
did its campus, eventually reaching 
nearly the full length of  Fillmore Street, 
including thirteen buildings that are 
no longer extant. Lockwood House’s 
function also evolved from housing 
students and classrooms to serving as 
a hotel to fund the school.  As you walk 

down Fillmore Street to the Curtis Freewill Baptist Church, 
you can visit NPS markers along the way to learn more 
about the Storer College Campus.

3. Storer - Brackett House (c. 1858) 387 Fillmore

4. Charlotte Lovett House (c. 1833-1853) 390 Fillmore

5. Rebecca Lovett Herrod House (c. 1833-1856)  440 Fillmore

This building was the center of religious 
activities for Storer students and for some 
members of the local African American 
community.  It was also used for other college 
activities. It is now owned by the National 
Park Service and used for important historical 
meetings and other events.

This once grand hotel was built by Thomas S. Lovett. What you see now are the ruins of the 
hotel’s third incarnation. The original burned down in 1912, and the second burned in 1919. 
All three versions were constructed by Mr. Lovett. Mr. Lovett is an example of the African 
American entrepreneurs who persevered and thrived on this peninsula, overcoming the 
most di$cult of headwinds, and with the help of Storer College. He was the grandson of 
Marcia Blue Weaver, who was born enslaved. Mrs. Weaver purchased a home on Fillmore 
Street and provided housing for Storer College students. Her daughter, Sarah, married 
William C. Lovett of Winchester, and the couple were hired by Nathan Brackett to run the 
boarding accommodations at the Lockwood House on the Storer College campus. The 
Lovett’s children who worked at these hotels and attended Storer included Thomas, a 
clerk who later became a teacher. Thomas and Lavinia, his wife, took over operation of the 
Brackett House as well as an inn in the Lower Town. Thomas recognized that this spot with 
its magni!cent view would be perfect for a hotel, and so he built one. It was incredibly 
successful and highly praised. Guests came from far and wide, including President 
Woodrow Wilson and his sta" in 1915.

34. Hill Top House (1889, 1912, and 1919) 
400 East Ridge (up Columbia Street from Washington Street)
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15. Curtis Freewill Baptist Church (c 1889)
47 Storer College Place

WASHINGTON STREET AND THE 
HILL TOP HOUSE HOTEL

19. Bernard Dennis House (c. 1935) 964 Fillmore

20. George Weaver House (c. 1888) 959 Washington

George Weaver was an early civil rights activist and a successful 
businessman.  He was also one of the !rst students at Storer.  He 
lived on Union Street and built this structure c. 1888 for his son, 

James L. Weaver. It is believed they 
conducted an ice delivery business 
from here.  George Weaver was a 
founding member of the John Wesley 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and his 
descendants remained dedicated to 
the church and its work for decades.  
There is a beautiful stained-glass 

window honoring George Weaver and his wife, Julia Weaver, at the 
Camp Hill Wesley Methodist Church, with which the John Wesley 
Church was merged.  Mr. Weaver’s life story is representative of the 
struggles and successes African Americans experienced after the 
Civil War and through the Reconstruction period, as the lives of 
Black and white citizens intertwined in new ways.  This structure 
is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a building 
“associated with the lives of signi!cant persons in the past.”

32. Briscoe House (c. 1880) 828 Washington

This home was purchased 
by Dr. Madison S. and Marie 
Briscoe in 1951, both of whom 
attended Storer and became 
educators.   Dr. Briscoe was 
an early graduate of Storer 
College’s Junior College 
Program, completed his 

bachelor’s degree at Lincoln University, earned a M.S. in Biology 
from Columbia University, and a Ph.D. from Catholic University.  
Dr. Briscoe taught on the faculty at New Orleans College, Storer 
College, and Howard University.  He temporarily left teaching 
during World War II to serve in Liberia (West Africa) as a captain 
in charge of a malaria detachment.  Dr. Briscoe was also a 
prominent entomologist.  He studied infectious diseases in 
distant places including Ghana and Senegal.  Marie Briscoe 
taught at a local school and hosted a women’s group on the 
third #oor of this home to discuss civil rights issues. For many 
years, Dr. and Mrs. Briscoe welcomed Storer students to live in 
their home. 

Lewis R. “Daddy-O” Goens 
operated the Goens Barber 
Shop in this building in 1945. 
The shop’s clientele was white 
by day, and Mr. Goens cut hair 
for African Americans at night. 
Mr. Goens worked in the Hill 
Top House in his youth, and 
served as a PFC on a Tank 
Destroyer in WWII. He also played football at Storer College, 
earning the nickname “Goat Goens.”  His mother, Bessie Goens, 
served as the chef at Storer for many years. His wife, Victoria, 
led the local 4-H Club. The entrance to the Goens residence 
was through the door on the right. The barbershop entrance 
was on the left, and a rotating sign was a$xed between the 
right-side shop window and residential entrance. The house 
was originally constructed as a residence by Rezin Cross, an 
armory worker and merchant who was captured by John 
Brown during his raid in the Lower Town.

33. Daddy-O Goens Barber Shop (c. 1860)
490 Washington

Washington Street is the main street in  
Harpers Ferry.  Throughout the town’s history 
to the present day, residences and commercial 
establishments have coexisted side by side.  And here, 
o" of the Storer College campus, African American 
and white residents also coexisted and de!ned 
their relationships to one another. A few remaining 
examples of buildings related to prominent African 
Americans are next on your tour, including the remains 
of the Hill Top House, just o" of Washington Street. 
The Hill Top House was a hotel built and operated by 
Thomas S. Lovett, grandson of Marcia Blue Weaver, 
(the formerly enslaved businesswoman who ran a 
successful boarding house on Fillmore Street).  The 
Hill Top House was another place where Black and 

white people regularly interacted.

Thomas S. Lovett in front of his original  
Hill Top House Hotel. Image courtesy of the 

Je!erson County Museum, Charles Town, WV.

Rebuilt after the 1912 "re

Rebuilt after the 1919 "re

In 1898, Storer student Kate Drumgoold wrote:

FILLMORE and FILLMORE and 
WASHINGTON STREET WASHINGTON STREET 
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1. Start your tour at the Lockwood House (c. 1848) 359 Fillmore 


